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When prostitution is legalised or decriminalisedu#ture of prostitution is created
which has harmful effects upon the lives not jighe prostituted women but of all
women who live within that culture. This damagingtare of prostitution exists in
Victoria, Australia. As the practices of prostitutihave been normalised they have
come to seen ordinary. There are brothels on maegts. Children walk past
brothels on their way to school and buy their sumseémsuits in a shop opposite a
brothel. Brothel owners are in the Rotary Club arelprofiled as role models in a
respectable newspapers. Brothels are listed o8tthek Exchange. 60, 000 men buy
women in prostitution every week.

In many countries the legalisation or decriminaigaof brothel prostitution is being
considered at present, as a way to deal with theyrmpeoblems associated with men’s
abuse of women in prostitution. Campaigners holthepsystem of legalised brothel
prostitution in Victoria as a positive example, tieme de la créme of prostitution
internationally. For that reason it is importanet@amine carefully what legalisation
has meant for women in Victoria. It has createdostgution culture.

L egalisation

Brothel prostitution was legalised in Victoria iB84. It was decriminalised in New
South Wales in 1995. There is now also legal biqihestitution in the Australian
Capital Territory in which the capital Canberraitsiated, and in Queensland. The
proposal to legalise has been defeated, for no®pirth Australia, but is being
promoted in West Australia and Tasmania. It is elabated presently in New
Zealand too (legalized in June 2003).

The arguments put forward for legalisation in Vic@owere:
1/ It would control the illegal massage parlor istiy
2/ It would prevent the industry expanding

3/ It would end street prostitution, the idea betimat street prostituted women would
prefer to work in the legal brothels.

4/ It would be safer for prostituted women who webnbt all be in legal brothels and
less likely to be murdered or raped. This perspeatias accepted by all feminist
organisations at that time it seems.



Those who wanted to run legal brothels, previoaalled pimps and now respectable
business people, needed to apply for a licenseoétiution Control Board was set
up to issue licenses and regulate the industryuRR&gn included monthly medical
inspections for the prostituted women.

Theillegal industry:

In Victoria today there are estimated, by the ldgathel owners’ association, 400
illegal brothels to 100 legal ones. The illegaltbeds move around and are difficult to
detect, supposing there was the will to detect thEmere is no official role for police
in monitoring legal or illegal brothels once legalion or decriminalisation takes
place. They are under the control of local govemmmén NSW it was apparently the
corruption of the police that dictated the introtioe of the decriminalisation of
brothels there. The police have no role. Local cdamave to monitor brothels
themselves and have neither the personnel or ie=auBimilarly to detect illegal
brothels in Victoria local councils have to finarmeévate detectives to go into
brothels and pay for sex. An investigation integil brothels in Yarra in Melbourne
cost ratepayers $42,000 in recent months. Investig@perating in unlicensed
brothels sign affidavits outlining the sexual seed offered to them. They are then
presented to a magistrate who can ban entry tprtsygerty. This then penalises the
landlords but not the brothel operators who sinmpbyve premises.

There is little doubt that the illegal industryoist of control. Legalisation or
decriminalisation does not and cannot preventallégothels. In Melbourne police
suspect one Hong Kong national who operates 6amdied brothels in outer-eastern
Melbourne of making up to $8 million over the ptste years.

The effects of decriminalisation of brothel pragiin in New South Wales in 1995
have been similar. Brothels have reportedly inaddsur hundred fold and the vast
majority have not applied, as they are supposeibtdo the local councils for
licenses. Councils cannot affort to employ spestiadf to enter the illegal brothels and
prove that they are in breach of planning reguteti®Gtreet prostitution is
decriminalised in New South Wales too. Toleranageschave been set up in which
prostituted women are supposed to meet with thrisers, and ‘safe houses’ in
which they can rent rooms. This policy has beenifasity unsuccessful too. The
prostituted women do not stick to the zones butsuseunding residential areas.

Street prostitution:

It was thought at the time of legalisation thaestrprostituted women, at greatest risk
of death and serious injury, would be able to miate the legal brothels and be safer.
This would also cause the nuisance of men’s spnestitution behaviour to be
alleviated. In fact street prostitution is a masswecial problem in Melbourne. A
government inquiry was set up into the problemsediby men’s behaviour in St
Kilda in 2001 (Attorney-General's Street ProstivatiAdvisory Group. Interim Report
September 2001). The number of women in streetifurbsn had been rising rapidly
in this one area to an estimated 350. The maleeabase sexually using women in
front yards and on residents’ doorsteps. Ther@arelems with used condoms,
faeces and needles. The recommendation of thetneperthe setting up of tolerance
zones in which men could solicit women and ‘safadas’ in which they could use



them. The safe houses would have been effectivalg brothels although it was
hoped that charities would run them. The recommigoniavas shelved because it was
so unpopular with residents and an election waslipgnin Sydney an experiment
with tolerance zones has been underway since the ¥¥0s and according to the
South Sydney mayor has been a failure. Prostit@inrsers are soliciting and using
women in commercial and residential areas rattaar the tolerance zones chosen by
the council. Sydney does have ‘safe’ houses sirtuléinose rejected, for now, for
Melbourne.

Trafficking:

Legalisation and decriminalisation lead to the giowef the industry of prostitution.
The traffic in women to supply the legal and illegeothels is an inevitable result.
Sex entrepreneurs find it hard to source womenliotasupply an expanding
industry and trafficked women are more vulneralolé more profitable. Trafficked
women are placed in both illegal and legal brotireMictoria. They can work legally
in legal brothels with work permits if the traffieks apply on their behalf for refugee
status. The traffickers sell the women to legal iledal brothels, in Victoria for
$15,000 each. The women are debt bonded so thigsppbtheir enslavement do not
go to them. There are ongoing investigations oésavinner-suburban brothels
suspected of using women brought from South-Eaist és tourist visas. Police
suspect they are forced to have sex with 800 meayaf debts to the traffickers
before they receive any money. They appear, agsppokesman, said ‘to be flown
here to order’. It is estimated that $1 milliorearnt from trafficked women weekly.

Women safer in legalised brothels?

It is well known that street prostitution is extreljndangerous. Women are at risk of
rape and murder, beatings, knifings. Prostitutetheso receive the hatred from men
of women and of the sexuality that they are seae@m®senting. This results in the
violence they suffer. In brothel prostitution thesgraordinary problems, after all
what other form of work includes murder as an aadirhazard, are supposed to be
reduced. Let us consider the legal brothels of Elglbe, supposedly the creme de la
creme of prostitution. One of my students did rede& a legal brothel by
interviewing women both before and after ‘bookingbut the boundaries they tried
to create to control what men were able to do ¢otland to what extent they were
successful (Ingrid Barclay, Interactive ProceseeBrothel Prostitution. Honours
Thesis, Department of Political Science, Universit\elbourne, 2001).

The brothel she studied contained a lounge in wthiehintroductions took place. All
the women waited in the lounge. Men came in orsetahe to make their selection
and the women had to compete to be chosen. Theldwome up and touch the men
sexually and vie with each other in offering whedyt would do. Some might offer
sex without condoms if they particularly neededrtaney. Then they went up to the
room. Women would often apply lubricant in a batmoon the way up because the
men would be most unhappy if they got the imprestie women were not sexually
aroused and some would refuse to pay. Then the wéme to try to control the
encounter. Men would sometimes want an ‘all aradinedworld’ i.e. access to any
orifice in any way and the right to touch any parthe woman’s body. The woman
must then struggle to restrict him whilst not lasthe booking. Men might twist



nipples and shove fingers up the woman’s anus.v@mean said that for anal she
would charge $500 but this would be according to harge it was i.e. a larger penis
means more pain. Another woman said a man ha@dtrfput lubricant on his fist
and when she asked what it was for he said hedstkto fistfuck her. The demand
for fistfucking suggests that the increasingly &l and degrading practices carried
out upon women in pornography are educating mevhiat they wish to do to
women, first in prostitution and then in their t@aships. This applies also to anal
sex. When women came down from bookings one wdwever for 10 minutes in
very hot water to get the dirt off her body. Befarbooking one woman would come
out in goose bumps. Her skin was crawling at tloeigiit of what she would have to
endure. Sexual harassment is what the man paysHerwomen dissociate to survive
the ordeal using psychological techniques or daugkalcohol.

Women in prostitution are not a different kindiamen who can endure the
unwanted hands and penises of men in and on tbdie® more easily than others. It
is true that many are seasoned by previous seialahee in childhood or adulthood,
than which the violence of prostitution can seess lgsevere. But they hate it just as
much. Any acceptance of prostitution is an acceqgahat certain women can
reasonably be set aside as appropriate objectsoflg the harassment that other
non-prostituted women seek to get out of their \pta&es and lives.

This is the story of the most respectable formrogptution in the world. Here in
Australia there are codes for the implementatio®dfS in brothels drawn up by state
authorities, but only for the tiny number of brdththat are legal (Mary Sullivan,
Making Sex Work in Victoria, PHD in progress, Depagnt of Political Science,
University of Melbourne). It is hard to work outaupational health and safety codes
for work in which women are regularly at risk oblence and of diseases which are
life-threatening, where they may be required todtefeeces and urine as well as
semen, where they have to suffer the psycholodmalage of dissociation and/or
sexual harassment and abuse. Codes for other vagdgptequire the isolation of
dangerous substances, wearing gloves etc. Prestiutmen are in no position to do
these things.

Sadomasochism brothels;

This is a burgeoning area of the prostitution itugresently for two reasons. One is
that SM has become a hugely profitable market s@dtb clubs, equipment, porn
and brothels all its own. Another is that SM offerf\ustralia a way of setting up
illegal brothels. SM brothels frequently do not gpfpr brothel licenses on the
grounds that ‘sex’ does not take place. They remtethemselves as therapy, and as
offering fantasies. In fact my local council is @ntly seeking to prove that ‘sex’ is
taking place in the sm brothels but having gre#icdity in doing so. In SM brothels
the majority of women used are ‘sex slaves’ wherexthe violence of whips, canes,
and torture.

Training men in sexual violence:
Prostitution and rape go together. Quite reasonsdntye prostitution survivors, such

as Eveline Giobbe in the US, call prostitution coencmal sexual violence or bought
rape. In prostitution men pay to watch (as in pgraphy) or carry out upon women’s



bodies a range of practices that, in their non-cencial form, are precisely the
practices of male sexual violence that women ane@med to get out of their
bedrooms, their streets, their childhoods, theirkpiaces. | do not suggest that
prostitution is the only reason that sexual viokeagists because it exists in many
cultures which do not have prostitution and needsetunderstood in terms of male
dominance. However the sex industry trains mehése practices. The main practice
is unwanted sexual intercourse. In this practieetbman dissociates to survive
whilst the man penetrates her with no concern ésrgersonhood. He will then expect
his female partner to do the same. In sex phoms kvomen have to dissociate to
survive men’s abuse that they have paid to speadbscene phone calls men,
sometimes the same ones, intrude upon and threateen in their homes. In
prostitution men speak foul and degrading wordsdmen and sexually harass them,
touching parts of their bodies they want to protaa demanding practices women do
not want to allow. In streets and workplaces meexhrtly the same except that they
do not pay. The pleasure can be more acute whereweroonsent is clearly absent.
In prostitution women are whipped, or have to digsas babies or young girls. All

of this trains and encourages men in brutality @mttl sex abuse. Many women in
prostitution seek to graduate to be mistressesusedais is less directly violating.

But in sm brothels there are ‘slaves’ who stilvéez the men, indeed mistresses can
direct men to do things to the ‘slaves’.

Normalisation of prostitution:

The policy of legalising brothel prostitution indtoria has failed dramatically in all
its aims. When this policy was undertaken there measonsideration of the way in
which it might effect the status, lives and relagbips of all women in the state. In
fact the culture of prostitution spills out intaetbusiness community, the billboards
on the streets, the local media, and affects tla¢iasaships women have with their
male partners and the men they work with. Legadisatas normalised men’s
prostitution behaviour. As a result of this accegttlimate tabletop strip clubs moved
into Victoria in 1993 and now thrive under the eeptism ‘Gentlemen’s Clubs’. An
inquiry was soon instituted as a result of rumahbeg prostitution took place in these
clubs. But this is hard to prove.

As the industry grows new constituencies of yourgmrare introduced to prostitution
behaviour. In 1998 it was estimated that 60,000 méfictoria abused women in
prostitution every week and the figure is likely® larger now. Generations of men
and boys are trained in prostitution behaviour.seheen will be the sex tourists and
travelling businessmen who abuse women in prostituh other countries many of
whom will be trafficked to those destinations.

The landscape of a progtitution culture

There are certain restrictions on where licensethbkis can be placed. They are not
supposed to be near churches or schools. llleg#tdis do not suffer these
restrictions. Licensed brothels are, however, omrsaopping streets and on
residential streets. They are simply part of tidirary life of the city. Men emerge
from the brothels smirking with satisfaction asggas by lug shopping and children.
Advertisements for the brothels and the tabletapslppear on massive billboards
across major arterial roads, offering women asatbjior men’s use. In the State



Exhibition Centre each year the sex industry exioibj SEXPO, takes place. The
brothels and strip clubs display the women theyehawoffer, pornography, strip and
lapdances take place before thousands of citizéhstee sponsorship of the state.
Local freesheet newspapers carry advertisementedal brothels called Oriental
Plums or RomanticsTtie Melbourne Times, December 11 2002).

Profitable market sector

The financial pages as well as the news pagesvedpegpers who find the industry of
sexual exploitation titillating, cover the profits be made from investing in
prostitution.The Age newspaper devoted the front page of its businas®s to
SEXPO in 1998 alongside a profile of Australia’s gedustry, said to have an
estimated annual turnover of $A1.2 billion. The Ip&lanet brothel was launched on
the Australian Stock Exchange in February 2003.

Normalisation of pimping as respectable business

One example of how respectable pimping has becsrtieifeaturing of a brothel
owner in the My Diary section of ttffginday Age newspaper on October 13 this year
The Sunday Age Agendal3/10/02:2). This regular feature covers the wagkife of
prominent Melbourne citizens, usually women. On oceasion it was the
Headmistress of famous private girls’ school arstl f@eek it was a milliner who
made hats for women to go to the horse racing.bfbthel owner is a Thai woman
named Chailai Richardson, described as ‘the ownemaanager of Top of the Town
brothel in Flinders St’. The diary gives an introtan to the featured woman and
then details what she does on each day of the week.

Richardson, we are told, met her husband when ls€lwiding up’ the brothel, 11
years ago. She is vice-president of the Thai Assioti. The vast majority of
trafficked women who are sold into debt slaverpath legal and illegal brothels in
Melbourne are Thai. 100 women work in her larget@b She says: ‘There is a lot of
pressure on the ladies. They find it hard to cojtlk their work sometimes...Saturday
was smooth. A lot of young boys come in on Fridagt 8aturday’. She promotes her
business when there is going to be a conventiéovn, such as at the World Trade
Centre recently with 3,000 men from Thailand. Shecks the women to make sure
they are wearing suspender belts. The women dikedhem because they are itchy
but ‘they look good’ when the women take off thedothes. They have a strip show
on Thursdays ‘some of those people might stay aneé h lady after’. She concludes
‘| believe we're here to test ourselves and dolmst and achieve as much as we
can’.

In Melbourne such an article about pimping in tremSunday newspaper elicits no
adverse comment or enraged readers’ letters. Bkedyging is an ordinary
occupation like being a headmistress. Most women @i or run brothels have
been prostituted themselves. There is no promatidine industry and no way to get
out except by doing this.



Relationships between men and women

A culture of prostitution damages the possibilitycreating relationships of equality,
respect and honesty between women and men in the,ho the workplace and in all
areas of life. The sex industry endangers the pitisgiof equality in all relationships
between men and women. As new generations of neetnaaned in prostitution
behaviour this will inevitably affect the way thaye able to relate to women in their
lives, family, partners, workmates, friends. Equddtionships between men and
women are still difficult for many women to achieviée existence of strip clubs,
brothels, pornography and the advertising of tliesas of sexual exploitation make
it much harder. The prostitution industry createsitieas that boys and men have
about women i.e. that they are objects for sexs@lrather than equal human beings.

The sex industry creates the men’s culture whictirots the business and political
world and excludes women. In what are called ‘Ganén’s Clubs’ women are paid
to place their naked and shaved vagina and arnfusritof men who may stare into
them. Once upon a time gentlemen’s clubs werei¢brupper class men who would
use them to network and make political deals arginess deals. The new
gentlemen’s clubs which are a form of brothel inckimaked women are offered to
men to bathe with them, to dance on their lapsadmurse, and offer other ‘sexual
services’, are much more democratic. Any men withdntry fee can go in. But the
deals are still made there. The men bond and nktwith other men, clinch business
deals, hold meetings of corporations. Major comgshire the meeting rooms at the
venues and get whiteboards plus naked women amaltihes at tea break and lunch.
What does this do for the chances of equality fomen in these companies? They
can attend meetings and suffer the pain and endraeas of watching other women
treated in this way. Or they can refuse to go asd the chance of advancement.
Women executives cannot be equal in a prostitudidture where their male
colleagues can cement deals by providing prostdtatemen to clients, or join them
in visiting brothels.

Women workers in the legal profession are partitykffected. In Melbourne the
tabletop clubs are in the legal district. Womenylexg see the male partners go to the
clubs at lunchtimes to bond and wonder why it ibaa to become partners
themselves. The secretarial staff have to lie ieew/iwho ring up about where their
husbands are. Many groups of women are affecteslily men’s prostitution
behaviour. The existence of the sex industry aadnay it is currently entwined into
the way in which Australian men do business makedka of women’s equality in

the business world a mockery.

In a prostitution culture boys and girls grow ugiworld in which women are sold to
men, naked or half naked, pouting, spreading tegs on billboards, on the porn
racks in the corner store, in the video store, usicvideos. Girls learn that they are
meat for men to buy, exchange and consume. Boysuaght that it is reasonable to
do this to girls because they like that, and theyfar that. Girls and boys grow up in
an environment in which one half of the human iag®t enslaved into the sexual
service of the other half.

The sex industry is secret men’s business in wineh bond through the sexual
exploitation of some women whilst their mothersyesd, girlfriends and daughters are



unawared. Group visits to sex exploitation vengdseicoming an ordinary way for
men to socialise. On bucks’ nights they will seiuakploit women. At other parties
they will watch porn together. Once upon a timey&8r old boys did not have such
clubs to attend with other males as a form ofatibn into their power as men.

Destruction of heter osexual relationships

Men can not be equal to women in sexual relatigossifithey are involved in the
sexual exploitation of other women. The 60,000 mvép use women in prostitution
in Victoria each week are likely to have femaletpars. As the industry grows more
and more men are involved and more and more womeedii@ctly affected. When
male partners abuse women in prostitution whatreravomen to do? Either it will be
a secret and the wife will not know what her husbisndoing, which means that the
basis of trust and honesty that should underlyezjual relationship is destroyed. Or
the wife will find out about her husband’s behaviand have to work out how to
relate to this man. She is likely to leave him. tisighters will have to think about
what it means that he stares into the shaved depitavomen their age in the local
strip club, who are all some other men’s daughtarpenetrates them as they
dissociate to survive.

The more men become involved in prostitution betwarvithe more impossible the
ideal of egalitarian relationships between menwaachen inevitably becomes. The
expansion of the sex industry and the creationafenmale consumers is in direct
collision course with the possibility of equal t&daships between women and men.

Sex in a prostitution culture:

In a culture of prostitution boys and men are taulght penetrating a woman who is
dissociating to survive is ‘sex’. This has a gregtact, not just on the prostituted
women in pornography and prostitution but on alhvem involved in sexual
relationships with men. The aim of feminism hasrbaéself-defined’ sexuality for
women i.e. pleasurable and respectful. Women’ssidéaleasure might include
whole body sensuality, they might include affectiewen love, as the basis of a
sexual relationship, they might not include sexotdrcourse, or any form of direct
servicing of men that women felt disinclined to agg in. Who knows but that anal
sex might not be in the list created by women’sgimations. Certainly a self-defined
sexuality for women would be likely to be basedmupovoman only engaging in that
which gave her pleasure and not having to perfammfen. It would be likely to be a
sexuality of equality based upon respect, andusitgquality in degradation or
violence, but a sexuality in which equality and uality were themselves exciting. A
self-defined sexuality for women would be unlikétyinclude women feeling that
they had to allow men to penetrate them or theyldvoat be allowed to go to sleep,
or the man would have a bad mood, or they wouldyrdbthe housekeeping money,
or they would have no money to feed the childremvofnan might be sexual when
the whim took her or not at all, though she midhtags want lots of warm love that
was not conditional upon sex.

Now all this might sound a little quaint. Thatadely because, in the last twenty
years, the sex industry has constructed an undeiisgaof what sex is that is in
complete opposition to what so many women havetsaiothey wanted. Through



pornography and other forms of prostitution the iselistrialists have created a form
of sexuality in which men pay to gain access tamanan who desperately wants to be
anywhere else but there, and is dissociating taveirThe man is able to penetrate
her mouth, anus or vagina with his penis, finger®ngue and grab at other parts of
her body that are not on the menu. He has no régater personhood or pleasure.
This is the sex of pornography and other formsro$fitution.

This is also the ‘sex’ that women in relationshipgh men find most difficult. Yet the
sex industry with its influence on politicians, needs able to sell this commercial
sexual exploitation as what sex really and trulyltse sex industry is the most
powerful sex educator in western societies. Noratbarce of sexual information can
compete with the scope and power of pimps as sesagolrs. Generations of men and
boys are being trained to this view of what selxyishe powerful inducement of
orgasm. This is in opposition to the vast effoftevomen to get men to value them
for more than sex, to value affection that is rext gelated, to value sex that is not just
about being a hole for men to enter whilst womemnktlof tomorrow’s work

problems.

The sex industry has called men’s use of a womamabject with holes to stick a
penis and fingers in whilst she dissociates toigaremotionally, sex. What could be
more confusing than that? For whom is this ‘sextfiAvhat are its implications?

One implication is that the boys and men requirks gind women to act out the
scenarios they have learnt from prostitution te@keting to them. The women have
to take up positions, wear particular fetishes, emghage in practices that they may
hate in order to gain male approval. As a reseltdtare newspaper reports that
teenage girls at parties have to suck off groupsale teenagers as routine. More and
more, young women tell me, anal sex is becomingxgected part of sexual
interaction. The practices of pornography and fitggin educate men and very
swiftly become expected of girls and women.

Women do not have resources or an industry togowhat they might want from

sex outside the hubbub created by the sex industeydo not have a voice, unless we
are coopted to speak within the voice of the ingushd say how much we love
precisely the sex that it sells. A sexuality beypnastitution would be something

very different, something which becomes harderfarder to imagine as the sex
industry takes up all available space for ‘sex’ aodrays itself as a ‘sex educator’. A
sexuality beyond prostitution would be a sexuaditgquality in which women and
men, women and women, men and men, find pleaswradh other as equal partners
and companions.

Creating a cultur e outside prostitution

As the legalised prostitution industry expands iafldences more and more areas of
life it becomes harder to imagine what a culturenidly to women’s equality would
look like. In such a culture women would be sexuaitimate with men for their
pleasure, not for the price of a bed for the nhdrugs. In such a culture men and
boys would learn that they can be women’s equalshawe work, family and
friendship relationships with women on the basidighity and respect. In those
societies where a prostitution culture has notygein created by the legalisation and



decriminalisation of brothel prostitution it is ilmant to reject the values that
prostitution gives to women. It is possible to aneand imagine the world of

women'’s freedom and even to start to create egletions between women and men
right now.



