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The international industry of pornography that daseloped since the 1960s has had
a profoundly damaging effect on the lives of wonaewl constitutes a major obstacle
to the possibility of equality between women anchia the 1990s, in particular, the
pornography industry has expanded at an unprecedlerdte in profits and
respectability but also in extremes of cruelty todgathe women in the industry. |
shall argue here that pornography constitutes na@eagainst the women used in its
production. Pornography is simply the photograptufgrostitution but may be more
harmful to women than other forms of the industryhe extreme violation of women
that takes place.

In 1977 when | was involved in creating the fird€ dnti-pornography group we were
shocked by ‘salmon sandwich’ or ‘split beaver memen’s genitals as double page
spreads in porn magazines. Now women are subjéctedlltiple men engaging in

practices such as anal and dual penile penetratien many hours to make movies.
Big corporations like General Motors now, not jusafia run companies, are living

off the earnings of prostitution, as pornographgdmes a new growth market of
international capitalism.

As the feminist theorist Kathleen Barry wrote irr ok Female Sexual Slavery,
pornography is the ‘propaganda of womanhatregirdimotes to generations of male
consumers the idea that women are objects for mesgswho enjoy the violent and

degrading practices to which women are subjectegommography. As the industry

has been normalised in the 1980s and 1990s theog@phic idea of women has

become the model for beauty and fashion practieesma has become the model for
how young women should dress, how they should eerds the industry has

expanded it has become normalised, extending litesanto more and more areas of
society. Everything from fast food to shoes is remdd using pornographic imagery.

Young children in the US are sold Porn Star T-shilt is time to recognise this

industry as harmful and work out how to halt it.

| shall be concentrating on the American porn itiguisere, not just because there is
more information about it than about the industryther countries, but because it is
the motor force that keeps the industry growings lBmerican porn that penetrates
new markets all over the world in a form of Amenrcenperialism which forces
American values about women on societies worldwRiern is quintessentially an
American harmful cultural practice.

Development of the industry

In the late twentieth century the industry of paraphy became highly profitable and
respectable. As it burgeoned in size, so it alsgabeto have considerable social
influence. The forces that led to the developméiat gorn industry were as follows:

Effect of ‘sexual revolution’ and decensorship



In the 1960s and 1970s in western countries cemgocentrols on pornography were
progressively relaxed under the influence of tlextal revolution’. Pornography was
represented as embodying sexual freedom. | havweedrglsewhere that this sexual
revolution simply enshrined as positive social ealumen’s rights of sexual access to
women as playthings in pornography and prostituéind in their sexual relationships
(Jeffreys 1990; 1997). But historians of sexualitygve understood the ‘sexual
revolution’ to be about women'’s sexual freedom.t&lely women made some gains.
Women'’s right to some form of sexual response andhée right to have sexual
relationships outside marriage became much morepéed, but the main beneficiary
of this ‘revolution’, | suggest, is the internatarsex industry.

Laissez faire free market individualism

The sex industry was able to expand in an econamdcsocial climate of laissez faire
free market individualism. The political liberalisassociated with this particular
economic ideology privileged men’s ‘free speeclghti to pornography over the
rights of women to physical integrity.

New technologies

The expansion of the porn industry was facilitatgd the development of new
technologies. The videocassette and the Internet extremely well suited to this
industry and many argue that the porn industry ertive development of these
technologies. The VCR was born in 1973. It was aciat technology for porn
because it provided privacy for the male consumEngy could access porn without
having to go to special theatres or peep showsn Boove the video revolution,
leading to the explosion of adult video stores amentually mainstream chains such
as Blockbuster. In the early 1990s the developroétiie Internet provided the porn
industry with important new opportunities. It wagee easier for the men using porn.
They could protect their anonymity even more effety and did not even have to go
to the video store.

Hardcore goes mainstream

Hardcore porn went mainstream with the releasehefpgorn film Deep Throat in
1972. Linda Lovelace, the prostituted woman in thevie who had penises thrust
down her throat with the justification that she aditoris there, was controlled by a
violent pimp/husband and her bruises were visibblesoreen. Her sexual slavery is
generally agreed to be the moment the modern indigok off. ‘Adult’ movies
stopped being a dirty little secret and became aad parcel of the entertainment
mainstream. Frank Sinatra put on a showing of D€bpat for Vice President
Agnew of the US at his home. The American talk shmst Johnny Carson joked
about the film on The Tonight Show in the earlys.7®eporters Woodward and
Bernstein in the Watergate scandal dubbed thearnmént "Deep Throat."



Homemade porn

In 1982 another development took place which, atingrto Adult Video News, was
an important milestone in the history of porn. Tdesy accessibility of consumer
camcorders in the late '70s led to homemade pasmegrown Video, established in
1982, was among the first companies to buy amapeun made by men who
prostituted their female partners. Amateur porntledvhat is now known as Gonzo
Porn which is created in an amateur fashion. Thie metor holds the camera himself
and intersperses the sex with interviews with tloenen being used. One formula of
Gonzo porn was to ‘Find a new girl who has nevel $&x on camera, interview her
and videotape her first time’. The development ditdl technologies made it
possible for men to market their female partnenagitt onto the Internet, cutting out
the middleman.

Satellite and Cable Porn — Mid 90s

Porn became more easily accessible in the mid-1890ts reach extended to cable
and satellite systems. The progression enableduomrs to purchase adult videos
without even having to leave their home. It wasttas stage the porn became
attractive to corporate America, to General Motarel AT&T. The new delivery
systems enabled blue-chip corporations to prodinfijporn without getting too close
to the product.

Extreme Porn — Mid 90s

In the mid 90s extreme hardcore porn became popmutaongst young men. This
included such practices as what was called in ldegtry "spit and gape", where a
man would stretch his partner’s anus as wide asitld go and place a speculum and
hose into it in which he could spit or urinate. Aaad double penetration became a
requirement and what was known in the industryhas'airtight” trick i.e. a penis in
every orifice, gang rape, what is called ‘chokeking’, and bukkake, which | shall
explain later.

Harm to women

The harms to women in pornography are the harnmsatbmen suffer in all forms of
prostitution. Research on the harm suffered bytpubed women suggests that, like
other victims of sexual violence, they commonlyfsufthe symptoms of sexual
trauma such as suicidal thoughts, lack of sleepredsion, headaches, flashbacks,
eating disorders and self-mutilation. There is #site devoted to the suicides of porn
stars which is intended to give sexual satisfadtiothe consumers. It is not a feminist
statement but does record the methods of suicidmasfy famous porn stars. Like
other women used in prostitution, women in porm dlave to dissociate emotionally
to survive. The after effects of such mind/bodyit8py consist of difficulties in
sexual and emotional relationships.



Porn has the harmful physical effects on women’'sltheof other forms of
prostitution. These include the physical harms ekuslly transmitted diseases,
unwanted pregnancies, abortions, infertility, déss=aof the reproductive tract that
lead to considerable complications in later lifegd gsychological harms. Many porn
movies are routinely made without condoms des@tersl porn actors having been
found, in the 1990s, to be HIV positive and to hpassed on HIV on set to others.

The effects of porn on the women abused in its yctdn is clear in the moving
documentary by Swedish feminist filmmaker Alexa ¥W@nhocking Truth (2000).
Wolf sets out to show how child sexual abuse seasammen and boys for sexual
exploitation in pornography and the harm that isi@®o them in its production.
Shocking Truth includes clips of pornography from a pseudodocuargnabout
pornography shown on Swedish TV in which women @odrayed being sexually
abused and then interviewed on set immediatelyvediels. The women are shown
being passed naked, except for high heels frommae to another in pack rape
situations where penises are thrust violently @itatheir orifices at once or several
men all thrust their hands in and out of a womaagina. When the women are
interviewed, one with semen running out of her rhotheir eyes are blank from the
trauma and their faces expressionless. The womaa ishthe focus of the
documentary suffered savage sexual assault in éenstand was abused in
pornography for two years from 18 years old. Shadamrs that on one occasion when
she was bleeding she asked to be taken to hospitato be told not to make a fuss.
She was wrapped in a nappy to soak up the bloothathe penetration could
continue. The pornographers would tell her to 'shaihd 'giggle’ for the camera.

As the practices in porn become more abusiveliitety the harm suffered by women
will become more severe. In a piece for tBeardian on the increasingly violent
nature of Gonzo pornography, Martin Amis interviewa porn producer who
explained that ‘assholes are reality. And pussresballshit’. Amis tells us that ‘A
double anal is not to be confused with a DP (doubdmetration: anal and
vaginal)...And there have been triple anals too’ (8r8001). The female star of a
Max Hardcore movie explains ‘One of Max’s favouritecks is to stretch a girl’s
asshole with a speculum, then piss into her opee gad make her suck out his own
piss with a hose’ (Ibid).

An increasingly common practice in porn is Bukkakevoman attorney interviewed
for American Porn describes it.

Basically it's a woman who masturbates on top tatde or in a park. You see

her by herself and then later you see about ma@kg0@nen around her. And

there’s a clap. The people then take off their shadknd there’s a clap. And

then you see the men throwing the shorts at the amonihe next scene is

every man ejaculating on top of this woman, who Iaseyes closed. She’s
laying down on the table and it’s dripping off adrthair and her head, and her
face and her mouth... And then the crescendo ofilimeig a woman who has

like a bong, with the tube in her mouth, and thenraee standing around.

They're ejaculating onto her face and into thisid@slown cup, and she’s

drinking it. And that’s the end of the film.(Inteew with Deborah Sanchez

pbs.org/wgbh/p 2001 American Porn Frontline, PBS.)



The makers of gonzo porn are quite honest andybtfarward about what it contains.
In an interview Lizzy Borden, who runs Extreme Agates with her husband,
describes a scene in a porn movie she is making.s8is ‘A girl being kidnapped,
being forced to have sex against her will, beingrdéed. Being called “a cunt, a
whore, a slut, a piece of shit.” Then being butedeat the end, and spit on. She’s
being degraded’. Of the woman used in the moviesslys, ‘Yeah. She’s really going
to get hit. She likes it. It's good. Sometimesmihkes you more horny when you're
getting hit. It makes you more, like, more tinglgwh in your genital area. You
should try it. You should hit your wife a little tbiIn another porn series, women
‘made to suck the guy’s cock all the way down tlteipat, and they puke and vomit
and spit...” Borden says, ‘No. I'm not for woman’'gits. | am old school, where |
think, when | have my baby I'm going to be homengkcare of it. I'm just making a
life for myself and happy, making good money. |dise be exploited when | did
movies. So if someone’s going to do it, | mighinadl...’

Adam Glasser creates Gonzo porn in which he bod#llyapenetrates women and
films the action at the same time has the pseudo8gymore Butts. One form of
movie he makes for his male customers is lesbstfufiking. He cheerfully admits
that most women start being used in porn when #dreyvery young, 18, 19 or 20
years old. They may start out doing ‘girl/girl’ beébon have to graduate to anal if they
are to continue getting any money. Their careelisbeifinished when they have been
sufficiently exposed to every kind of degradatiowl @re no longer new. The industry
seeks new young girls all the time so that they lmaradvertised as ‘fresh’ and, in
some cases, interviewed before and after beingyapahetrated so that the male
consumers can get all the vicarious excitement atcknng the girl experience this
violence for the first time. Remarkably, Glasseyss&Our movies are entertainment
and educational tools’.

Rob Black of Extreme Associates describes whatstgiace in a porn series he
produces: ‘Girls have sex by a couple of guys, thedyuys and the girl, they have sex
with her, and she’s giving fellatio and she’s hagkiup boogies in a bowl. And
they're spitting in the bowl. And then she drinksli down. That's pretty repugnant.
(Laughs) Sometimes we do a fellatio line, whereghks giving fellatio, and she’s
gagging so much she vomits...It's repugnant. I1tAs.evidence of his social standing
Black comments that he, ‘I ran for mayor a couptths back’.

The women who produce porn have usually been ustkiindustry for years. There
is, as with other kinds of prostitution, little agpunity for promotion. Women who
seek to get out of being directly sexually explditbemselves can run brothels or
make porn movies in which they sexually exploitesttwomen. Danni Ashe of
Danni’s Hard Drive, one of most popular porn sidesinternet, comments that when
she was in stripping and porn, she ‘had a numbezaily awful experiences.’

Pornography becomes respectable

The mainstream porn industry went very quickly frbeing a disreputable industry to
gaining very considerable social acceptabilityhie 1990s. The normalisation of the
industry coincided with its period of greatest exgan in the 1990s as a result of the
policy of the Clinton administration not to proseeworn. Adult Video News
speculates that Clinton liked porn and had a spstigk on his airplane Air Force



One. AVN says that Clinton was a libertine. Undelintdn porn production
companies doubled and porn made inroads into mia@ag af American society.

The US industry went to great efforts to gain atzepe. It hired lobbyists,
participated in charity and campaigned for condaa to prevent HIV infection. It
learnt from another very damaging industry, tobaedaich though it has lost social
standing now, at one time used lobbyists and petpleont for the industry very
well. The Marlboro men were used to promote theusty, for instance, until they
died of its effects.

In Australia a lobby group was set up to promote thdustry called the Eros
Foundation. It supports political candidates, seslsresentation on government
committees on sex industry matters, and has listsver two million votes who, it

says, have bought its products and can be callesh wp vote in favour of its

objectives. It runs Sexpos, or sex industry exiubg, yearly in major Australian

cities. In my city of Melbourne they are held iretbtate owned Exhibition Centre.
Male citizens can view strip and porn on huge sabey lapdances in public and
meet their favorite porn stars, all sponsored by $hate. The American industry
created exhibitions too and invented the awardneseng. This was started by the
trade magazine Adult Video News in 1983. As AVN it ‘With more and more

mainstream media attention focused on the AwardewSlevery year, the

extravaganza has also served to considerably thiseprofile of the industry

throughout the nation and indeed, the world. Andytte not called the adult

equivalent of the Academy Awards for nothing. Litkee Oscars®, a Best Film or
Best Video Feature statuette can significantly bdabat production’s sales and
rentals’.

The American industry has employed the tactic oking celebrities out of a few

leading porn stars who then crossover to be usg@rdmotion of mainstream pop
culture. Now porn stars are respectable enoughetorbradio shows like Howard

Stern or the Disney-owned ABC Radio’s Porn StaesReople Too. Porn stars are
appearing in mainstream TV shows. Porn performarse on stage at music award
shows.

The porn industry has recently made great advamtegaining influence over
malestream politics. One example of this is thecess of Richard Desmond, the
famous UK pornographer and publisher of such taif sitles as Big Ones and Horny
Housewives and a “live” sex website. In February0R20the British Labour
government approved Desmond’s takeover of the ihbhewspapers th®aily
Express and theDaily Sar. Eight days later the British Labour Party banked a
100,000 pound donation towards election expensemydive 2002). Despite some
critical reaction to what looked like a decisionhi@nd two major UK newspapers to a
porn king in return for a donation, in May 2002 Desd was invited for tea at
Downing Street to meet with Tony Blair. It is haximagine this degree of social
acceptance of pornography and the sex industrpmgpletely reasonable sergeants in
arms to the Labour Party in the 1970s when pormyratill had a disreputable air
about it. The profits of the porn industry are nswvlarge that it is able to command
considerable political obedience.



The Economics of Pornography

In the 1990s the sex industry began to be covesadusly in the business pages of
newspapers. Pornography companies began to be bstehe Stock Exchange. The
exact profits being made from the industry are hardauge, partly because there is
such a diversity of forms of sexual exploitationdédecause some companies are not
keen for their involvement in pornography to be Wno There are some estimates
available, however, for the US. A report from an rl@search company in 2002
forecasts that profits from pornographic materiedeasmitted to mobile phones in the
US will reach an annual US$4 billion by 2006, ofitadtotal porn spend of US$70
billion” (Nicholson 2002). Other estimates of thenth of the porn industry in the US
today are rather more conservative at US%4-1®hillor America to include videos,
pay-per-view and internet (Frontline 2002 whichicke®/). For the industry outside
the US it is hard to get estimates.

Bill Asher, President of the porn video company ifj\estimates that the industry in
2001 was worth $4 billion including video, DVDs, TVWhternet, Strip Clubs and
magazines but says that was already twice whatdt been worth only 3 years
previously. Denis Hof, an associate of Larry Flwit Hustler, confirms that the
industry is increasing in size very fast. He sdy twhereas only 8 years ago 1,000
porn videos per year were produced in the US, ithed was 10,000 in 2001. The
size of the industry on the Internet is indicatgdtbe existence of 200,000 porn
websites in 2002 (Confessore, Nicholas. Porn arnitid3an a Digital Age. Frontline.
Feb 7 2002).

In the 1990s pornography was embraced by the catgarorld in the US. Very large,
mainstream companies started to take considerabfgspirom the industry. The big
companies make their profit from distributing po&T$T distributes it though its
cable television network. The major hotel chainsridét, Westin and Hilton profit
from pay-per-view porn in the rooms. General Motoine world’s largest company,
owns DirecTV, which channels porn into millionslé$ homes. General Motors now
sells more graphic sex films every year than daasyiLFlynt (Egan, Timothy. Wall
Street Meets Pornography. OctobemM&8v York Times.)

Adult Video News claims that porn videos are worttore than the legitimate
Hollywood film industry and often use the same perel. The industry is centred in
Hollywood and creates, according to AVN, more emgpient for Hollywood’s army
of film technicians and set personnel than maiastr@roduction. The porn industry
uses similar methods and language, for instanae p@duction companies now have
‘contract girls’ who are under contract to work the company as film actresses used
to be in the regular industry. There are more andensrossovers between the regular
and porn genres. Mainstream movies are made abeindustry enabling men to see
strip and sexual acts in their local movie cinefftae regular industry becomes more
and more pornographised, showing ever more gregehxaal activity. Another aspect
of the normalisation that is taking place is theywlae music industry is becoming
intertwined with the porn industry. Whole genrespap music now join with the
respectable porn industry with porn actors doirggisigs at Tower Records etc. They
market to the same consumers, young men.



Ethical investment funds do not recognise porneasgoan industry that offends their
ethical principles. Investors all over the worldrjcularly through superannuation
funds are likely to be making profits from the cor@tions that profit from porn.
More and more it is becoming impossible to opt otitpimping, living off the
earnings of prostitution.

Though huge profits are being made from the bungepporn industry it is not the

women used in their production who are making tltoemey. Porn models earn $500
to $1000 per movie. The women often see porn aayata advertise their stripping

careers and make themselves into stars.

Creating a pornographic culture

As the porn industry becomes normalised and maastrits values and practices
inevitably start to construct the fashion, beautg advertising industries as other
branches of Hollywood production have before. Anpgraphisation of culture has
taken place which affects women'’s lives in sigaficways.

Effect on prostitution

One effect of the normalisation of pornographya<ieate increasing acceptance of
other forms of prostitution. Pornography is a fasfrprostitution i.e. women are paid
to have sexual practices carried out on and irr thedies. Even in those countries
where brothel prostitution is illegal such as th8, Yrostitution is legal if it is for
pornography. This legal form of prostitution hasated a foundation for demand the
decriminalisation of other forms of the prostitutiondustry. In my state of Victoria
the porn industry was an important force in legaien of brothels in 1984 and now
the brothels advertise and sell their women aSiepos. It is important to understand
that porn is prostitution and brothel prostitutisrable to become more respectable as
the industry develops its strength, and politiciluence.

Presently there is an international campaign taichéealise the prostitution industry.

Lobbyists financed by the international sex industnd AIDS money work in South

Africa, UK, Eastern Europe to create a profitabled degal brothel prostitution

industry. Pornography leads the way, softeningttipudes to the sexual exploitation
of women, and building the profits and politicabai of sex industrialists who sought
to diversify their interests into all forms of ptibstion.

Fashion

In the 80s and 90s the fashions on the catwalkastion shows became more
pornographic. The male fashion designers such a&srytMugler, used black leather
and vinyl to dress women up as dominatrixes or disseFashion models were
required to show most of their bodies. The shovahgne or both breasts became de
rigeur. The fashions were not really meant for worteewear but to draw attention to
the designers and products such as bags and pesidmod were creating more
profits than designer clothes.



For male consumers, the men involved in the fasmduostry, the male-dominated
media, fashion modelling and pornography are paithe same continuum of the
sexual objectification of women for male excitemérttere are distinctions beginning
to develop between hard and softcore fashion adeenents in the same way that
there is hard and softcore porn. The recent ad ammngor Sisley, part of Bennetton,
should perhaps be included in the more hardcoréagiiion ads since it portrays
sadomasochistic sexual practice. In one ad a dot@man spanks a naked woman
draped over her lap with a shoe. There is an inwotygo the placing of these photos
on the Sisley/Benetton website beneath addresstbe afew Sisley stores in the UK.
Rather explicit ads lurk beneath addresses in kespectable middle England, such
as Leamington Spa and Solihull. Porn is now parthef most conservative and
respectable of high streets.

The closer and closer integration of porn and fasighotography does not seem to
have attracted outrage. Adult women, it seemsfaareggame for sexual exploitation.
But children are seen as innocent and to be pexteszt the move in fashion towards
kiddy porn has caused serious outbursts of negatitecism. The US Media
Awareness Network documents the journey into pamqaigy of the bisexual designer
Calvin Klein. Klein gained notoriety and sales @80 when he used the 15 year old
Brooke Shields as a model and had her saying thsugh as “Nothing comes
between me and my Calvins”. He contributed sigmiiigain that decade to the overt
sexualization of fashion advertising. In the niasthe went much further. In a 1995
campaign he used pubescent models in provocatisespdn one of these ads, the
camera focused on the face of a young man, asfaamiera male voice cajoled him
into ripping off his shirt, saying “You got a reaice look. How old are you? Are you
strong? You think you could rip that shirt off ody? That's a real nice body. You
work out? | can tell.” In another, a young girltadd that she’s pretty and not to be
nervous, as she begins to unbutton her clothesi()de

According to Media Awareness Klein insisted thate titampaign was not
pornographic and that the ads intended to “contieyidea that glamour is an inner
quality that can be found in regular people in thest ordinary setting; it is not
something exclusive to movie stars and modelsdbéis seem unlikely, however, that
Klein would be innocent of the precise similarigtlveen his ads and child porn. As a
man very active in the sexual subculture of gay mexdew York in the 70s/80s he is
likely to have been familiar with pornography calesing its extreme importance in
gay male culture (Jeffreys 2002). In 1999 Klein iemther with an ad campaign for
a children’s underwear line which featured younddcén in their knickers smiling
for the camera on a huge billborad in Times Sqaarevell as in full page ads in the
New York Post. The ads were withdrawn after onlyh@drs.

The outrage that was voiced at the kiddy porn cagmpdas not discouraged
designers from using sexualized child images feirtshock value. In 2001 models as
young as nine were used to show Stella Cadentdisction in Paris wearing
‘plunging necklines and high hemlines’ (Fitzmaur2@01). ‘The heavily made-up
children, whose modesty was barely covered up tioyyauffle of material’ (Idem). It

is probably not coincidental that this kiddy pohow comes ‘amid one of the leanest
years in memory for the French fashion industrydeth). Pornography and
prostitution are industries of last resort whenneeoic times get tough. Child models



were used to model adult women’s clothes by Itatiesigner Mila Schon in 1999 and
Vivienne Westwood in 1997 (Idem).

Pornographic fitness

Another indication of the way that the sex indussrpeing integrated into more and
more areas of social life is the craze for poleettag as a fitness routine (Tom 2002).
The craze started in New York and took over fromobies with women installing
poles in their homes for exercise. According tauombist Emma Tom ‘Pole dancing,
aka “cardio strip” classes, are all the rage in Ndwk and Los Angeles gyms with
celebrities such as Heather Graham and Kate Massvieg private tuition. Well-
known fitness fanatics Pamela Anderson and GolderHhave even installed poles
in their bedrooms’(ldem). It makes sense that M@@aspusly exploited as a model in
highly sexualized fashion advertising, should beeonvolved in the practices of the
sex industry. Pole-dancing is being used in fasklwows too. Elle Macpherson hired
strippers to launch a lingerie range at a strifo dhu Sydney in 2002. The models
posed twined around poles (Idem).

Super models/pornstars

The connection of fashion and porn is shown in dlegelopment of supermodel
websites. Elle McPherson is portrayed naked butafstrategically placed towel in
one shot, or sticky tape over nipples in another maked but wound in what looks
like plastic wrap in another, on a hot-supermodeiebsite Wwww.hot-
supermodels.com/elle.htaccessed 8.08.202). There are many websites tedlita
showing supermodels naked. The Elle McPherson cateies the advertisement
‘Enlarge your penis! All natural penis enlargempttis. Doctor tested and Approved!
No Pumps! No Surgery!” So it is clear that thesiienction as a kind of softcore porn
for the punters.

The pornographising of fashion photography in itsstrextreme forms may not have
much effect on what women wear since not manyahitiose to be half naked in their
social or professional lives. However, there argaana which it has a negative impact
upon women in general. It popularises the ‘slutd gnostitute look, very short skirt,
boots, piercings for young women. It makes lookasgif you are in the sex industry
chic and thereby helps sex industrialists by noisitaj their business of the
international traffic in women. The sex industryiselothes and the fashion industry
sells prostitution and pornography

Pornography constructs beauty

As the pornography industry has grown and beconmalcsed women have been
exposed to it in their homes by male partnersa#t §pawned new ‘beauty’ practices
of it's very own. The women in pornography havertbedies transformed to suit the
fetishistic interests of the male consumers. Theyehbreast implants, as well as other
forms of cosmetic surgery, Brazilian waxing andidakasty. The upsurge in the
requirement that women should have large breastsrenconcomitant profits of the
breast implant industry owes a great deal to paaqdgy. The porn star Lolo Ferrari
died at age 30 in 2000 after 22 cosmetic surgesrains. She had her breasts



enlarged to the point where there were 3.3 litfesil@wone in each one. Her name,
Lolo, means breast. In March this year her husband pimp was arrested on
suspicion of her murder. There is a requirement gwan stars will have breast
implants but this requirement has spread to thelkerelebrities who have the status
of sex objects such as the Spice Girls and to fdsdof thousands of other women.

| will concentrate here on the impact of porn omvem’s genitals. Pornography has
made women’s genitals a new area they have to ibeduat pornography they are as
exposed as and often more important than the fdea. come to require that their
girlfriends shave and mutilate their genitals teemable those of women in porn and
the girlfriends suddenly feel self-conscious if ithgenitals do not resemble the
airbrushed and mutilated genitals they observeoim pnagazines and videos. The
prostituted women in pornography have their pubsir removed. This has,
apparently, not always been the practice in porrthé 1970s there were ‘full bushes’
and then from 1980 a trend towards hairlessnessnidie consumers want to be able
to look into women’s genitals in ‘split beaver’ $e@nd hair would impair the view.
There are other reasons why they have difficultved hair. It makes women look
grown up. Many men prefer women to look prepubetsaed thus hairless.

Men are trained by porn to see hairlessness in woase‘'natural’ and to find the
hairiness of their girlfriends distasteful or lefmn exciting. There are problems
associated with shaving the genitals, though thtbe practice that porn stars employ
(Castleman 2001). Shaving has to take place ewwyryalkeep hair under control and
it causes ‘razor bumps’ or the area can becomeitery as the hair grows back, or
women can get ingrown hair of the genitals whichvesy painful. Porn stars
explained to Castleman on the Salon.com site hay theal with having to be
hairless. They shave daily and wear ‘loose underveea clothing’ because ‘A
shaved vulva chafes more easily than one covertddavsoft cushion of pubic hair’
Castleman 2001). One porn star says that many wameporn sets do have the
telltale signs of painful damage that are razor psirand ingrown hairs but the
cameras cannot pick it up so the women look ‘smerothan they really are’ (Ibid).
Rome says she gave up shaving as soon as shetgdtpmrn and did not have to do
it any more ‘It was part of getting ready for wark’

In response to the hairlessness of women in pamptactice of Brazilian waxing has
been promoted to women in general. In this praaticemen go to studios where their
genital hair is ripped out with the use of wax. Mofen a tiny circle of hair is left at
the top of the vulva and this style is called TheyPBoy signifying its origins in porn.

Once women remove hair from their genitals theyobez anxious about the shape of
their labia. They may decide that their labia avager than the airbrushed labia
shown in porn. Dr Alter, a leading exponent of #&ddasty calls the demand for the
procedure the “Penthouse effect”. Playboy causediémand for breast enlargements
after 1950s, then ‘crotch shots in magazines amd flicks have heightened women’s
awareness of their down-theres’. Cosmetic surgaoaexploiting this insecurity by
marketing labiaplasty in which they cut women’sentabia down to size. The after
effects of labiaplasty can be worrying. They carlude pain weeks after the surgery
and severe scarring. Risks after labiaplasty irellabs of sensation after surgery,
over tightening of the vaginal opening, discomfootn clothing, an unnatural look to
the genitals rather than a positive change.



The close relationship between labiaplasty and podemonstrated by the auction by
porn star Houston on an Internet site called EBiof the bits of her labia she had
cut off in labiaplasty. The surgery was filmed fworn. She had a double multi-hour
procedure to reduce labia and replace breast ingpléfve never liked my labia,”
Houston said. “They’re always falling out of my nk”

The internationalisation of porn

The pornography industry now is international bathits organisation, in the
trafficking in women which it facilitates, and ifmd damaging effects it has on
women’s status in non-western cultures in whichnpgraphy is a new harmful
practice. The porn industry chooses to make porwigsoin countries in which
women are vulnerable to severe forms of exploitasiod can be paid a pittance. Thus
one American porn producer created material for \Wwebsite ‘Rape Camp’ in
Cambodia where women were cheap and compliant laadexcitement of seeing
them raped was enhanced by racism. Trafficked woarenused in the making of
extreme hardcore porn in many countries because ahe the most powerless of
prostituted women. A bestiality porn site on théetnet a few years back featured
mainly women from Eastern Europe and Russia. Indiéscription of one movie,
available from Richmond, Virginia in the US, fiveomen were penetrated by a
gorilla and a chimpanzee. They were forced to axddtiee gorilla in the only English
word they knew, daddy. The porn was in the geniacadst/bestiality. Bestiality porn,
of which there is a great deal on the Internetater® sexual excitement in the male
consumers by showing women as being even lowerdhanals. It is the ultimate in
degradation. For those of us who care for aninfedsabuse in the pornography can be
seen as victimising both the women and the aninfdsough porn women and girls
are trafficked around the world for men’s delighhanced by the visceral excitement
of racism.

As the industry expands it seeks new markets. Whenemunism is destroyed it
swiftly enters to create a pornographic cultureauntries such as Russia. Porn has
profoundly damaging effects upon women and girlscuttures where men have
previously been unfamiliar with western methods sd#xual exploitation. In
indigenous communities in Northern Australia pacarted in by the truckload. Porn
combined with alcohol abuse is likely to be resjaesfor the extraordinarily high
rate of abuse of women and girls in those commesmitvhich is only recently
becoming recognised as a human rights violation.Papua New Guinea the
introduction of porn to a culture where men and wanhad traditionally behaved
towards one another with extreme modesty has he{péael a massive epidemic of
rape against women and girls.

Where porn is introduced quite suddenly to an iedays culture it is possible to
identify more easily the ways in which women’s satis damaged. In western
societies porn has become normalised over 40 yéarghis has taken place the
rhetoric of sexual freedom, free speech and sdiexhation has been used to justify
it. It may be hard now for citizens to turn arouadd observe the harm that
pornography has wrought because its values havan®eso much a part of so many
areas of culture. In the west it is possible tim& porn industry supplies to men a
compensation for the advances that women have nmbadéfers subordinated and
degraded women for men’s delight to make up forféice that they may have women



in their workplace now, and sexual harassment ctalgsinish their lack of respect
for women'’s dignity.

Pornography offers a massive obstacle to womersdism. It trains generations of
men to see women as objects for their delight,raatares who love to be violated
and degraded. It trains men in practices of viaetmwards women and constitutes
violence for the hundreds of thousands of vulneralmmen abused in its production.

Women have made great strides since the 1970s dewaqual opportunities.
However the porn industry of today constitutes ayvserious challenge to the
possibility of equality. What is happening in pogives the lie to equality and
provides a stark contrast to the idea that womerbacoming empowered citizens. As
some women gain the satisfaction of careers innlegsi and industry thousands of
other young women, usually 18-19 years old, aréesnfy the violence of ‘multiple
partner’ pornography in which gangs of men engagenultiple penetration of all
their orifices. | would like to suggest a way forda Pornography should be
recognised as a form of prostitution. The excellegislation in Sweden that prohibits
the buying of sexual services should be extendgabta to make it illegal to offer
money to women to engage in sexual acts with angomeany form.



